
ing Recology will only use what
,is necessary and not the entire
parcel all at once.

Merrill explained that the
benefits to the county include a
host agreement that they are cur-
rently in negotiation on, howev-
er, it is estimated to produce
greater than $1 million annually
in county revenue. In addition to
direct revenues and property
taxes, Merrill estimates between
25-35 employees will be brought
on for operation with an average
annual payroll of approximately
$1.5 million. The proposal also
anticipates employment opportu-
nities through contractors for
landfill and rail construction
with approximately $9 million in
start-up construction and $181
million in qngoing construction
over the life of the project.

The presentation was fol-
lowed by extensive public ques-
tioning with all of the commis-
sioners and nearly 40 members
of the public questioning the rep-
resentatives.

Questions ranged from con-
cerns over technical issues such
as soil types and water contami-
nation to financial interests such
as the average salary base of a
Recology employee, the compa-
ny's financial stability and the
method by which reclam~tion
would be funded.

Commissioner Dan Cassinelli
asked what would occur in the
worst case scenario where the
landfill filled up faster than they
anticipated.

"The worst case scenario for
us is no project," McGrath
explained with the mention of
the project's uncertainty result-
ing in applause from the crowd
gathered in the Humboldt Coun-
ty Courthouse.
- See LANDFILL, Page Two -

In addition to these mitiga-
tion efforts, drainage controls
w;ll include berms, ditches and
down drains, retention basins
and vegetative cover. Litter pre-
vention will be controlled
through daily compaction and
cover of waste; use of portable
fences to prevent off-site migra-
tion and daily litter pick-up.
Odor controls will include daily
cover of all compacted waste by
a minimum of 6 inches of com-
pacted soil or alternate daily
cover and use of a minimum
working face. "Minimum work-
ing face" refers to the amount of
land utilized at one time, mean-

ing that the majority of what is
delivered will be municipal solid

from residential and com-
mercial sources. However, other
materials received will include
demolition debris, wastewater
treatment sludge, asbestos con-
taining waste and waste tires.
Recyclable or compostable
materials will be removed prior
to being loaded into containers.

Containment systems at the
site include controls and moni-
toring such as base liner systems,
drainage and run-off controls,
leachate control, landfill gas col-
lection and disposal and pre-
scriptive cover.
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Left to right, 11-year-old Brian Kelly, 12-year-old Nick Wilson and Kris Kelly protested in
front of the Humboldt County Court House Aug. 3 as members of Recology's executive
team came before the commission to provide details of their Jungo Landfill proposal.

delivery of material with the
average train consisting of 45
cars carrying 180 contaiD,ersp
train and delivering.o~e train per
day, five days per week with an
average of 4,000 tons per day.

McGrath pointed out the ben-
efits of rail delivery, explaining
that trains are 407 .times more
fuel-efficient than trucks on a
ton-per-mile basis with one gal-
lon of diesel fuel transporting
one ton of material 790 miles
and having the added benefit of
reducing congestion on some of
America's busiest highways.

Merrill then provided details
about the specific materials, stat-

By Heather Gula
The Humboldt Sun

WINNEMUCCA - Mem-
bers of the community were
given their first chance to have
questions answered by represen-
tatives ofRecology, the company
proposing a 634-acre landfill
west of town.

During the Aug. 3 Humboldt
County Commission meeting
nearly three dozen concerned cit-
izens took the mic to oppose,
object and question the propos-
al's viability for the community.

Recology Chief Operating
Officer George McGrath, Plan-
ner Erin Merrill and Golder
Associates Principal Engineer
Ken Haskell came before the
commission to outline the pro-
posal and provide the public with
the facts and figures behind the
project.
. McGrath e' a brief
overview of the company,
explaining that Recology servic-
es over 700,000 residential and
commercial customers through-
out California, Nevada and Ore-
gon and has annual revenue in
excess of $500 million.

He explained that Recology
has proposed, and is in the
process of permitting Jungo
Landfill, a 634-acre regional
landfill disposal site slated for
construction roughly 25 miles
west of Winnemucca. The site
will use rail transportation for

Landfill representatives field questions on proposed project
Nearly three
dozen people
speak out

.during meeting
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McGrath then explained that
if they did have more waste than
expected, the additional waste
would either go to another land-
fill or Recology would come
before the commission again to
discuss i'ncreased volume and
adjustments to the county finan-
cially through the host agree-
ment.

Casssinelli clarified that that
may mean there is a chance
Recology would want another
section of land in the area.

"We do currently have two
sections of land," McGrath stat-
ed. "We have one that is desig-
nated as the landfill but we also
have one located adjacent to it."

Commission Chairman Tom
Fransway asked if the fact that
Recology had a second section of
land was disclosed in their appli-
cation to the Regional Planning
Commission.

"At this point in time we have
no desire, we have no use for that
other section," McGrath stated.
"In fact, we have four sections ...
I need to correct that, we do have
four sections. We have no inten-
tion at this point of building on
the other three. We've designated
one section for the landfill."

Throughout the following
three hours of public questioning
McGrath repeatedly responded

that Recology has no intention of
expanding the landfill project
beyond the 634-acre parcel cur-
rently designated in their permit
applications, however, he never
directly answered whether any of
the applications mentioned the
additional land held by the com-
pany nor did McGrath offer
explanation for the company's
interest in possessing additional
land in the area.

Additional questions were
raised over the acceptance of
asbestos containing material and
waste tires at the Jungo Landfill
site. McGrath asserted that the
asbestos material would arrive
onsite completely contained and
would be immediately covered as
required by regulations of special
handling of the material. Further,
the tires would be shredded tires
utilized as alternative cover, not
for disposal at the site, and that it
is not their practice to stockpile
shredded tires onsite.

Additionally, he stated that in
order for the landfill to be eco-
nomical the make-up would be
99 percent municipal solid waste
with less than I percent made up
of asbestos containing material,
tires and other non-municipal
waste.

The majority of concerns
raised by the public have been
addressed in previous meetings,

however, new issues arose during
the Aug. 3 meeting that had not
yet been addressed.

. Winnemucca Rural Fire
Department Chief Ron Schrempp
voiced his concerns over. the
potential for fires at the landfill
site and specifically about the
increased fire danger due to the
storage of shredded tire materi-
als.

"I say when, not if, because
you are going to have fires. We
have fires at our dump all the
time and we are continuing trying
to remedy that situation so I am
concerned," Schrempp said.

He asked if the company
planned to employ their own full
time fire department and person-
nel for on-I'ite fires or if they
would be asking to utilize limited
local resources to fight fires on
their land. Additionally, he asked
what kind of notification fire-
fighters would receive regarding .
the potentially hazardous flam-
mable materials they would be
dealing with. Further, he asked if
the company intended to supply
the district with more trucks, sup-
pression equipment and person-
nel to deal with the fires once
they escaped the landfill bound-
aries and hit within the rural fire
district.

Follo~ing three hours of
increasingly tough and direct

questions combined with emo-
tional pleas to abandon their
plans to stockpile refuse within
the county; commissioners
vowed to uphold public interest.

Commissioners Chuck Gior-
dano and Garley Amos both stat-
ed that they had not formulated
an opinion for or against the pro-
posal, however both felt there
were facts that needed to be
uncovered and that the meeting
had began to give them the infor-
mation they needed to formulate
a position on the issue.

Fransway spoke out against
the proposal calling it "more neg-
ative urban impact on rural Neva-
da."

"First they take our water,
now they want us to take their
garbage and I'm opposed to it,"
he said. "I would hope that this
project dies a natural death and if
it doesn't I'll do what I can to
find a legal way to kill it."

Both Dan Cassinelli and Mike
Bell stated they initially felt the
project was a good opportunity
for economic development with-
itl'the county, however neither
wishes to force the project upon
an unwilling constituency. And if
in fact the majority of Humboldt
County citizens are opposed to'
the project they will do what
they can to stop the proposal
from going forward.


