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September 22, 2009 

Nevadans Against Garbage P.O. 
Box 1685 Winnemucca, NV, 
89446 

Re:      Public meeting request 

Dear Ms. Iroz, Ms. Vetter and Ms. Drake: 

Thank you for your September 3, 2009 letter requesting a joint City Council-County Commission 
meeting in November to discuss "the Jungo Landfill Issue.. .as an agenized (sp) item so discussion can 
occur and action may be taken." As you know from being present at the joint City-County meeting on 
Monday September 21, 2009, a response to the letter was discussed and the decision made to consider a 
future public meeting to share pertinent facts regarding the proposed landfill on the conditions that no 
action will be taken at the meeting, a written list of detailed questions must be submitted well in advance 
of the meeting date to allow time for the appropriate research to provide responsive and accurate 
answers, additional questions arising at the meeting will be considered, and a professional facilitator will 
set guidelines and run the meeting to keep it orderly and to the point. 

Your letter did not state what type of action you want the governing bodies to take, although it did note 
that you wanted "questions and concerns" addressed regarding the proposed landfill project. The 
comments that follow will hopefully assist you in understanding the decisions made at the meeting and 
why more information is critical to achieving some meaningful action or decisions. 

Although there was consensus of the members of the governing bodies to have some type of meeting, it 
was not clear at all what is hoped to be accomplished at such meeting. If the ridiculous caricature of a 
"meeting" experienced at the joint meeting is any indicator, there may be nothing accomplished other 
than providing a forum for persons to vent or to advance their opposition to the project. Obviously, the 
participation of a local government entity is not required for a person or group of persons to sponsor a 
forum concerning a proposed landfill project or any other project. 

If there is some role for the City and County to have, then more details need to be worked out before 
there can be a meeting that will serve a useful purpose. To that end, it is important to understand the 
limitations placed on the local governmental bodies. The City and County have 
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definite areas of authority, To the extent either or both entities have authority over a particular matter, then they can 
make decisions concerning such matter. Likewise, if neither entity has authority or jurisdiction over a matter, then 
there is no ability to make a decision that will have any relevance. It would be very helpful to know exactly what 
action your group believes the City or County should take and, when that is known, then it will be determined if 
there is the ability of the governing entities to take action. Please recognize that the action you desire may be 
beyond the scope of authority of the local governmental entities. The same recognition applies to your desire to have 
questions and concerns addressed. Any question or concern which is beyond the knowledge or expertise of the 
governing body members or the government staff will be difficult, if not impossible to address. 

If there is the possibility for the governing entities to take some type of action, it is necessary to understand what is 
needed by the entities to best serve the decision making process. Effective government requires that the views of 
the public and interested parties be taken into consideration on the issues, but it is equally important that the 
governing officials also have the benefit of relevant, factual information concerning the issues. If either component 
is missing, there is a greater likelihood of making a flawed decision. If the only information presented consists of 
opinions which are not supported by tangible facts and questions for which no answers are readily available, the 
decision makers are placed in the unenviable and risky (from a liability standpoint) position of having to make a 
decision with no basis in fact. On the other hand, if there is only factual data without public input, then the decision 
makers are at risk of deciding without being made aware of all possibilities. It is fairly clear from the public input at 
the joint meeting there are opinions of opposition to the landfill project. There are also opinions that the potential 
benefits to the project should be considered. The pros and cons of the project are less clear from a factual standpoint 
primarily because there have been few objective facts presented; however, there are some positive objective reports 
based on successful landfill operations in other areas. Accordingly, it is the desire of the City (and the County?) to 
obtain as much relevant, unbiased and factual information as possible concerning the proposed landfill. It is believed 
the meeting format and conditions decided upon will provide the opportunity for the governing bodies to receive the 
type of information upon which sound decisions can be based. 

Citizen participation in the government decision making process is always welcome. Thank you for your interest and 
willingness to be involved. 
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