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WINNEMUCCA  The environmental impacts of the proposed Jungo 
Rd. landfill have been debated at length, but almost lost in the 
discussion have been the economic benefits.  This was topic before the 
Humboldt County Development Authority on Tuesday (Nov. 10). 
The presentation was delivered by Kathleen Conaboy and Jim Endres 
(shown), of McDonald-Carano-Wilson  the legal firm representing 
Jungo Land & Investments.  Endres expla ined they were h ired to be 
the voice in the community while (Recology) works through the 
(permit t ing) process.

 

 The figures given to the HDA were developed 
with the assistance of Lindsay Anderson, of the Nevada Commission on 
Economic Development. The model used codes from the North American 
Industrial Classification System, which is primarily used for 
manufacturing and classifies waste management as an administrative 
service. 

EMPLOYMENT:  The most direct benefit is the estimated $1.4 million in wages Recology anticipates it will pay to 
employees in the first year.  The model used to compute the economic benefits does not include health insurance, but 
the company does provide a health-benefits package, Conaboy noted. In response to a question, Conaboy said the 
average salary is $24/hr and there will be two management positions at the site. 

In addition, the model anticipates four other jobs could be created among suppliers serving the landfill and five jobs 
could be created in retail as a result of additional spending.  Between the landfill and the jobs created as a result of 
it, the model estimates $3.4 million in wages could be generated during the first year. 

CONSTRUCTION:  That figure, however, does not include the benefits that come from constructing the site. The 
model anticipates 104 jobs could be created during the construction phase.  The figure includes the employees hired 
for the actual construction, the jobs created among the suppliers, and the jobs created among the retailers as a 
result of the extra spending.  The model estimates $4.1 million in wages could be paid during construction 

 

assuming the wages paid stay in Nevada.  The total economic impact from construction, including wages paid and 
supplies purchased, could reach $34 million. 

BENEFITS TO GOVERNMENT:  Local government could see the tax base grow by an estimated $1.7 million from 
property and sales tax in the first year of operations.  The state may see an estimated $800,000 in the first year. 

ADDITIONAL IMPACTS:  Conaboy noted there are certain positive impacts that are not taken into consideration 
by the model.  For example, if a person gets employment as a result of the landfill (either directly or indirectly), and 
that individual was previously unemployed, the decrease in unemployment benefits and social service needs are not 
included in the model.  However, that is taken into consideration by community and government. 

Ed note  In addition the company will pay a host fee based on tonnage.  That fee will be negotiated at a later date. 

Fuzzy Math?  Asks Fred Baryol of Winnemucca 
Let s check the numbers: 

Recology  estimates $1.4 million in wages. 29 positions making $24.00, on average times 2080 hours per year = $1.45 
million.  First number is right  the question is the average $24.00 per hour; this is suspect.  I would want to know 
the position descriptions and the number of employees in each category. 

In addition, the model anticipates four other jobs could be created among suppliers serving the landfill and five jobs 
could be created in retail as a result of additional spending.  The operative words in both of these assumptions by 
Recology a re could be created . 

The model anticipating this number or created jobs and additional spending is really not a reasonable assumption, 
given the services and retail environment in Humboldt County. 

The next point is where the math really gets fuzzy.  Recology suggests an additional $3.4 million in wages could be 
generated during the first year.  



Four created jobs by suppliers serving the landfill and five new retail jobs, plus the $1.45 million would result in 
$3.4 million the first year.  That would mean the average wage for the new positions would be $211,000.00 per year.  
WHAT?  I don t th ink so! 

The model anticipates 104 jobs could be created during the construction phase and assuming the wages stay in 
Nevada, not necessarily in Humboldt County, it could mean another $4.1 million.  That assumes the labor jobs will 
pay $37,600.00 per job, for the fir st year .  I don t rea lly th ink so. 

According to the Jungo Land and Investment s Special Use Permit application; Construction is scheduled to 
commence in March 2010 with receipt of first train loads of garbage (stripped of all recyclables in California) in the 
spring of 2011 or 2012. You can find this document at: 
http://nolandfill.files.wordpress.com/2009/08/jungoappl2rgnlplangcomm2007-04-20.pdf

  

BENEFITS TO GOVERNMENT:  Local government could see the tax base grow by an estimated $1.7 million from 
property and sales tax in the first year of operations.  The state may see an estimated $800,000 in the first year.  I 
find it strange that the presentation did not mention the Host Fees that would go to the City/County, or would they?  
How can this be taken as a legitimate assumption  I must be from Missouri - you are going to have to break this 
down as to how the numbers were derived.  

And Steve s two cents worth on the subject. 
The legal firm representing Jungo Land & Investments h ired to be the voice in the community while (Recology) 
works th rough the (permit t ing) process.

 

It's nice to know you can "hire" the voice of the community - lawyers from Reno. 

The figures given to the HDA were developed with the assistance of Lindsay Anderson, of the Nevada Commission 
on Economic Development. 

Couldn't Recology develop their own figures?  Is this Commission taxpayer funded?  Representing who, citizens - or 
economic interests? 

According to their own NCED website:  All of Nevada's communities are surrounded by spectacular mountains, 
lakes, streams, lush valleys and high desert scenery - a perfect backdrop for world-class outdoor recreation 
opportunities.

 

Why would they want to pollute this with garbage?  Is it the could be/may be

 

Money?  How much money is our 
quality of life, our health and welfare worth?  They don't live here, we do. 

The model used codes from the North American Industrial Classification System, which is primarily used for 
manufacturing and classifies waste management as an administrative service. 

That's nice to know.  But at least they have a model.  That's more than NDEP has for their approval process. 

The average salary is $24/hr?  Is that for all positions, or just the management slots?  How much do you pay people 
to run after garbage with pointed sticks or to drive trash compactors? 

In addition, the model anticipates four other jobs could be created among suppliers serving the landfill and five jobs 
could be created in retail as a result of additional spending.  Between the landfill and the jobs created as a result of 
it, the model estimates $3.4 million in wages could be generated during the first year. 

I counted three "could's" in that paragraph, and no would's  or will's . 

The model estimates $4.1 million in wages could be paid during construction  assuming the wages paid stay in 
Nevada .  The total economic impact from construction, including wages paid and supplies purchased, could reach 
$34 million.  Two more "could's".

 

Local government  could see the tax base grow by an estimated $1.7 million from property and sales tax in the first 
year of operations.  The state may see an estimated $800,000 in the first year.  A "could" and a "may".

 

What this all boils down to is how for sale are we, our clean air, water, and environment?  How much is our quality 
of life worth?  Our children and our grandchildren and their children will pay  How much is it worth to us now, to 
ruin some of the last pristine land in this country?  It sounds like short term gain at long term expense.

 

http://nolandfill.files.wordpress.com/2009/08/jungoappl2rgnlplangcomm2007-04-20.pdf
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