
 
Bango files lawsuit against county 
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Bango Oil has filed a lawsuit against Churchill County and the Planning Commission in response to the 
CCPC ordering Bango to show cause, which requires the company to present evidence concerning odor 
complaints.  

The show cause hearing could lead to the dismissal of Bango's special use permit, which would end 
operations. 

Civil Deputy District Attorney Rusty Jardine said Bango filed a first amended complaint that requests a 
declaratory judgment and injunctive relief and alleges violations of due process, violations of substantive 
due process, equal protection violations, interference with contractual relations, interference with prospect 
economic advantage and other grounds. 

Jardine said Bango requested declaratory judgment because the company alleges the county violated 
county code by ordering to show cause. He said Bango requested an injunction to stop the show cause 
hearing, alleging that the company will suffer irreparable damages if the hearing occurs.  

Tom Clark, director of governmental affairs and public relations for Bango, said the primary concern is 
whether or not Churchill County has the right or a reason to order to show cause.  

We don't believe Churchill County has the jurisdiction, Clark said. There isn't a preponderance of 
evidence to show that a show cause hearing is necessary.

 

Jardine said this is the first time the county has ordered a hearing like this under these circumstances, so 
there has not been confirmation of jurisdiction before. 

Clark said there is no appeal process for a show cause hearing and a negative outcome would end 
operations completely.  

We simply can't take the risk of losing our special use permit, Clark said. 

Jardine said the first scheduled meeting relative to the show cause hearing is a status hearing for Dec. 9, 
which is not the hearing itself but a meeting to discuss the status of both parties. He said the county plans 
to meet with Bango's counsel prior to that meeting.  

I can't tell you whether or not there will be any effort to vacate that Dec. 9 meeting, Jardine said. 

Jardine said he also doesn't know what will happen with the litigation or the show cause hearing at this 
time because the county and Bango may be able to come to an agreement. 

We're hoping that the order for show cause hearing is withdrawn, Clark said. If it's not, we're more 
than happy to make our case.

 

Jardine said if the county does come to a resolution, the agreement will be made in an open forum. He 
also said now that litigation is taking place, neither he nor the county commissioners can discuss Bango 
Oil issues with residents. 
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