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Commissioners Approve Rate Increase Deny Letter of Support 
By Dave Maxwell 

Residential garbage hauling rates will be going up about $10 when the January bills are sent out by the County 
Treasurer's office. County Commissioners approved, per their agreement with Norcal, a six percent increase for 
2010. The agreement states that the increase can be up to six percent, but Assistant District Attorney Daniel Hooge 
said it was going to be six, because Norcal (now known as Recology Waste Zero) would go for the maximum amount.  

In October, the County worked out a new three-year contract amendment (extending the contract until the year 
2014), that stipulates, in essence, Recology would take the annual minimum six percent increases.  Residential rates 
at present are $144 and the increase will bring it up to $154 per year. 

By a vote of 4-1 against, Lincoln County Commissioners December 21, decided they would not send a letter of 
support for Recology (formerly known as Norcal) concerning the City of Los Angeles Request for Proposal, regarding 
a solid waste contract.  

However, they did vote to redo the letter with language that is more to the County's liking.  Commissioner Bill Lloyd 
said he did not like anything in Recology's letter. 

Commission Chairman Paul Mathews said he had been asked in November by Recology to bring a request on this 
item before the Board. He read the letter Recology was asking the County to support. 

The idea of Recology actually getting a solid waste hauling contract with the City of Los Angeles has been a major 
bone of contention between the San Francisco-based Recology Waste Zero and Lincoln County. In 2006, Recology 
(then known as Norcal) promised they would soon have a rail hauling garbage contract with Los Angeles when they 
forged a contract with Lincoln County. Yet, earlier this summer, company representative Paul Yamamoto said 
Recology is not any closer now to an agreement with L.A. than they ever were. 

Lincoln County accepted terms of service with Norcal in 2006, because the company said it was imperative they 
have a contract with Lincoln County in order to get the L.A. contract, which was all but a done deal.  It has never 
happened. 

Chairman Mathews said the County's service extension agreement with Recology in October, 2009, stated the 
County would provide this kind of support, but Commissioners said "No" anyway.  Commissioner Tommy Rowe 
voted in favor of the support letter. He thought that if the County ever wants to get a cheaper rate, they would have 
to go along with Recology's requests. 

Commissioners said the language of the letter submitted by Recology was too vague as to what the details would be.  
Assistant District Attorney Daniel Hooge agreed, and said that if such a letter is vague, the responsibility falls upon 
the party which drafted the letter in the first place. Hooge said legally, the County is under no obligation to endorse 
the letter they received from Recology. 

Ronda Hornbeck was the only current member sitting on the Commission in 2006 when the contract with Norcal 
was signed, but reminded everyone she voted against it.  

Mathews said Recology believes a contract with L.A. would bring in about one million tons of waste per year with 
the County receiving about $1.4 million per year in revenue.  

Hornbeck said she would like to see the Board members sit down with the District Attorney's office and "put 
together our own rendition of that letter rather than just accepting this letter full face, and wordsmith that letter 
just a little bit."  

Mathews, in voicing his own reason for not sending the letter, said, "For us, as a Commission, at this point to write a 
letter of support like this, it will have broad political ramifications to the future. I can bet about 90 percent, that 
Harry Reid and other elected state officials will start weighing in on it, if it actually comes to happen. If we are 
willing to write that letter, we better be willing to stand behind it." 
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