
 
California s trash could be our treasure under recycling plan 
Governor hopes to create jobs by recycling other states waste, but trash haulers say it ll 
raise rates 
By David McGrath Schwartz  
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CARSON CITY  Gov. Jim Gibbons wants to require that 75 
percent of all waste material in Nevada be recycled, an 
ambitious proposal that trash haulers say would lead to 
higher rates but that the administration says would 
create jobs and diversify the economy. 

The Republican governor s staff is working to prepare 
legislation that would institute the recycling mandate 

 

phased in over several years  provide tax incentives and 

  

help companies that move here get financing, said Lynn Hettrick, Gibbons 
deputy chief of staff. 

The details are still being worked out. But the administration hopes that 
if a special session of the Legislature is needed early next year to 
address the state s budget shortfall and change education law, recycling 
could also be on the agenda. 

The governor is very excited about this opportunity, Hettrick said. 

The state currently has no recycling requirement. Nevada does have a goal 

 

without penalties if it s not met  of recycling 25 percent of its 
waste. Currently, Southern Nevada recycles about 19 percent of its waste. 

California has a 50 percent mandate. Many of its cities have raised that 
to 75 percent. 

A few months ago Gibbons visited California to tour a San Jose recycling 
plant at the request of a couple of Gibbons friends, whom Hettrick 
declined to identify. 

At about the same time, a California company proposed burying waste in a 
rural Nevada landfill. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid urged Gibbons to stop the dump. But, 
Hettrick said, the state cannot prevent the importation of waste because 
of the Interstate Commerce Clause in the U.S. Constitution. 

Nevada has big, open spaces, Hettrick said. There will be pressure to 
take waste from other areas. (With the proposed changes in the law) the 
waste stream will no longer be a negative resource, but be an asset if 
properly utilized by the state.

 

The proposal to import tons of waste from California to Winnemucca would 
bring in $1 million a year to Humboldt County. But Hettrick said the 



administration wants to prevent Nevada from becoming the landfill of the 
West.

 
The idea is not simply to create jobs from recycling the materials. 
Instead, when the recycled paper, metal and plastic are produced because 
of the 75 percent mandate, it will create a supply of recycled material 
available to manufacturing companies. That, in turn, will spur 
manufacturing companies to move here. 

Hettrick listed three primary reasons for the major initiative:  

Environmentally, it s the right thing to do.

 

 
It will ensure that Nevada benefits from accepting other states trash.  
It will diversify the economy. 

The issue is causing concern among Nevada trash haulers, who say a mandate 
to recycle will lead to higher trash rates. 

It will be a difficult challenge, and it will take significant investment 
to reach a 75 percent diversion rate from the landfill, said Bob Coyle, 
vice president of government relations for Republic Services, Southern 
Nevada s trash hauler. 

Hettrick said the proposal would cost $1.20 to $1.60 per household per 
month. 

But Coyle said San Francisco s weekly rate of $26.81 for one 32-gallon 
trash can rose even higher after the city instituted a 71 percent 
recycling rate. 

Clark County residents pay $13.03 a month for unlimited trash collection 
twice a week. 

Gibbons and his administration have talked to officials from Waste 
Management in Northern Nevada and Republic Services in Southern Nevada, 
though sources with both companies say they are still ignorant of the 
details of the recycling proposal. 

Coyle said: There s no way to make this happen without a significant 
increase to trash collection rates, unless the state s going to pay for 
it.
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