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We come from different political parties 
and different parts of the state, but we 
have long shared the view that Nevada 
should not be a dumping ground for 
other people's waste. This is why we are 
deeply concerned about the proposed 
Jungo dump, which would import a  

mountain of trash and toxic materials from San Francisco and dump it 380 miles away, near 
Winnemucca. 

Under the proposal, California would send a trainload of sewage sludge, asbestos and other trash into 
Nevada five days a week for the next 95 years. That equates to one million tons of waste annually. The 
resulting 20-story-high pile of California's trash would be with Nevada forever. 

The proponents of the Jungo dump claim that it will be the safest of facilities, but the Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection has determined that leachate from the site will pollute local groundwater. In 
addition, the proposed dump would have to get exemptions from two Nevada laws that we think make a 
great deal of sense. 

F irst, without a special variance, state law does not allow a dump to be permitted if it will be less than 
100 feet from the area's uppermost aquifer. The Jungo dump would be an average of 45 feet above the 
aquifer in Desert Valley, and as close as 29 feet. Second, existing state law exhorts against locating 
landfills in Seismic Impact Zones. The Jungo dump's location in a known Seismic Impact Zone threatens 
the long-term viability of any liners or other protective measures the company may put in place. 

There are equally important economic concerns. We firmly support trading with our neighboring states to 
promote mutually beneficial economic growth and to create jobs, but this trash proposal is a one-way 
street. With Jungo, the recipient of the waste gets a minimal one-time payment and then assumes a 
permanent responsibility for the waste over the next many generations. Over time that waste leaches into 
local and regional water supplies and can pose substantial environmental and health risks. 

There is also the considerable stigma that comes along with trash. In the future, when companies look at 
Northern Nevada, they will be far less inclined to put their dollars and jobs and families in an area that is 
known as a dumping ground for other people's waste. 

California is a big state. They should have no problem finding a suitable location for their waste within 
their own borders. We recommend that the proponents of the Jungo dump restart their search closer to 
home and keep their California garbage in California. We also hope that Gov. Gibbons and the Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection see the substantial risk involved in this proposal and reject the 
dump's permit. They would be within their authority to do so. 

Additionally, we look forward to seeing the details of the governor's plan for a possible trash recycling 
mandate. It would be deeply unfortunate if that proposal led to dramatic increases in trash fees for 
Nevadans while also further opening the door for other states to leave their trash in our hands and on our 
lands. 

Harry Reid is a U.S. senator representing Nevada. Dean Rhoads is a Nevada state senator representing 
Rural Senatorial District. 
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