
 
GUEST COMMENTARIES 

Proposed Jungo landfill - 
Don't take their word for it 

By Joe McCoy 
February 19 , 201 0 

The representatives of Recology, Inc. and our local, elected officials are asking the residents of 
Humboldt County to trust their wish to install a Class I landfill that will receive 8,000,000 
pounds of waste from the Bay Area each day for the next 95 years. 

I use the word "trust," because to date these parties have provided no research demonstrating 
that this project would not adversely impact Humboldt County and its inhabitants.  
Nevertheless, we are told to trust them, despite evidence demonstrating refuse would be placed 
less than 40 feet from one of Winnemucca's main aquifers, endangering its water supply for 
generations and in violation of state law.  We should trust them, despite the fact that Recology's 
representatives have implied that they will not even promise to clean up pollution arising from 
the project until after they have been issued the requisite licenses and permits. 

Trust them, even though Recology (formerly "Norcal, Inc.") has been indicted numerous times 
over the years on charges relating to political corruption which can easily be discovered through 
a simple Internet search.  Trust them, even though the Humboldt County Planning Commission 
officials quietly embraced this plan, granting initial approval with less public notice than would 
be required to sell fishing tackle out of your basement. Indeed, we are asked to trust these 
officials, the majority of whom seem to take it as a personal affront that those who have spent 
their lives in this area have had the bad taste to question their judgment and have been so 
small-minded as to quibble about state law, the environmental impact on the region and the 
health and property of its citizenry. 

Speaking as one of those small-minded quibblers who lack the greater vision, perhaps I am just 
unable to see all the acts of good faith and transparency that would have enabled this trust. 

Joe McCoy is a resident of Winnemucca. 

 

Work begins to repeal ordinance 
Submitted By Richard Cook 

February 19 , 201 0 

We, the undersigned five registered Humboldt County voters, constitute the Referendum 
Petitioners' Committee to repeal Humboldt County Ordinance l0-15-2007 that allowed for the 
disposal of waste from outside of the county at sites other than the Humboldt County Regional 
Landfill. 

We seek to place a referendum on the 2010 general election ballot to enable the voters to decide 
this critical issue as is their right under Article 19, Section 4 of the Nevada Constitution. 



A successful referendum would not, as rumors suggest, negate existing agreements with current 
regional landfill users from outside of the county such as our neighbors on the Oregon side of 
Denio and McDermitt, nor would it prohibit potential new contracts for use of the existing 
landfill by outside entities.  It would however, prohibit the disposal of waste from outside the 
county at sites other than the regional landfill such as the proposed Jungo landfill. 

Soon we will begin circulating a petition necessary in order to place a measure on the ballot.  
Registered voters, whether for or against the proposed new landfill, who believe that the 
electorate should decide this issue are urged to sign the petition.   A previously circulated 
informal petition opposing the Jungo landfill is not valid for the purpose of a ballot measure and 
only signatures on the official referendum petition count.  Please do not sign the petition if you 
are not a registered voter in Humboldt County and please, if you are a registered voter, only sign 
the petition once. 

We wish to remind everyone of the sage words of a great iconic American, "It ain't over 't ill it 's 
over."  On the issue of other people disposing of their waste in our county we believe that the 
people of Humboldt County should be able to decide both when it is over and how it ends. 

 

Marlene Brissenden 
Gail Janhunen 
Richard Cook 
Vicki Nyek 
Michael Liberatore 
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