
After reading the Humboldt Sun article regarding the Jungo USGS report last week,  I find the 
local analysis and conclusions troubling.  The good news from the USGS report is that the 
“predicted” direction and flow of contaminated ground water from the area will likely not affect 
our domestic water supplies in our life time. They go on to say that water does not pond at 
Jungo sink, and as such would not provide seasonal runoff to the Humboldt River or Ryepatch 
Reservoir.  However, the article failed to report the recommendations listed by the USGS 
author.  The report states that “Data are insufficient to determine whether groundwater 
eventually flows into Rye Patch Reservoir or other adjacent valleys”.  It went on to recommend 
that the applicants collect additional data, prior to construction, to” assess ground water 
elevations in the valley”, sample and characterize baseline water quality, conduct geo-chemical 
studies to”date ground water and verify groundwater migration velocities”, and to drill additional 
wells on the southwest corner of the valley to determine direction of groundwater flow from 
Desert Valley toward the Humboldt river.  NDEP regulators recognize that all liner barriers 
eventually leak.  Ground water studies were designed to assess contamination risk and were 
included in this report in an attempt to encourage affected interests and the project applicants to 
collect adequate ground water data to allow regulators, county leaders and the citizens to make 
informed decisions based on those risk assessments.  

  It is easy to “miss the forest for the trees” in this kind of discussion.  The point of this study was 
not to minimize the risk of ground water contamination or to reassure us that the contamination 
will run toward Lovelock and not Winnemucca in our lifetime. The point is that this project poses 
a contamination risk to the ground water anywhere. The headline comment “water sources 
“would not be affected by landfill” is irresponsible and ignores the remainder of the study 
recommendations. Contaminated ground water is still contaminated even if it is in someone 
else’s back yard, for now.  It has been 2 years and 11 months since this project was proposed 
and permitted by the regional planning commission.  It is troubling that this data and the call for 
additional studies, is just now appearing in the public forum.  The requests for these studies 
were not made by Federal, state or county authorities.  These studies were repeatedly 
requested by a small group of concerned citizens who were guilty of nothing more than voicing 
a concern for their environment, community and their children.  The point is this; the project 
participants have not satisfied the need to analyze all of the potential environmental risks to our 
air, water and wildlife. The flurry of arguments for and against this project, loose the “win-win” 
opportunity.  This project could be designed and permitted to minimize or eliminate the 
environmental risks.  The company continues to move forward with this project proposal after 
continued requests for data and modifications to the business model.  These discussions 
continue while people point fingers and rack up debate points. All the while, elected officials look 
for political cover and prepare for a protracted legal battle.  

At this point in time, we can evaluate this proposal; accept the risks to our environment, and 
quality of life and move forward with this project.  Or we can choose to reject this project’ in its 
present form, and ask for a complete environmental review and a new set of business 
alternatives.  In either case regulators and the people should have all of the information made 
available from the inception of this or any proposal.  Regardless of the outcome, the choice 
should rest with those people who will live with this project.       Jim French 
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