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Winnemucca dumps Recology landfill plan 
SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS TIMES - BY Lindsay Riddell 

Recology has run into a heap of a problem trying to get permits for a 
landfill in Nevada to house Bay Area waste. 

The Humbolt County Commission voted in April to revoke a 5-year 
conditional use permit extension Recology needs to develop the 
Jungo Road landfill, a one-square-mile site 25 miles outside the city 
of Winnemucca and about 90 miles south of the Oregon border. San 
Francisco-based Recology Inc. is suing the commission and 
commissioners in federal court claiming they violated local and 
federal laws in reversing the Regional Planning Commission’s 
decision to extend the conditional use permit. 

 
Spencer Brown 

Jungo Road will help Recology manage 
waste in the future, says CEO Sangiacomo. 

Meanwhile, commissioners voted in May to let a ballot initiative go before voters in November that would 
limit the amount of garbage that could be disposed of at a landfill to about 15,000 tons a year — far less 
than the 1 million tons or so per year Recology had proposed to dump there. Recology has challenged the 
legality of the ballot initiative. 

U.S. Sen. Harry Reid has challenged the findings of a geological survey at the site that he says didn’t 
thoroughly study impacts of potential leakage and airborne contamination. 

Fred Baryol, head of Concerned Citizens of Humbolt County, which is fighting the landfill, said he objects 
to his county housing sewer sludge, tires and materials containing asbestos from out-of-state and that the 
site is too close to an underground water source. 

Recology recycles and composts a high percentage of what is thrown away and has a goal of getting to 
“zero waste.” 

“I think getting to zero waste is a goal we should all be trying to achieve,” said Baryol. “But to transport 
all of the absolute worst part of the garbage outside your state and have someone else accommodate it is 
a rub. We just don’t like that at all.” 

Garbage would be brought by rail to the site from the Bay Area for 95 years. Recology has spent about $1 
million on environmental studies at the site. 

Mike Sangiacomo, president and CEO of Recology, formerly called NorCal Waste, said the Jungo site offers 
room for the company to expand, but that no contracts depend on its opening. 

“Our pursuit of Jungo Road is an approach to prepare for and better manage waste in the future,” 
Sangiacomo said. “While our primary goal continues to be to find more ways to increase re-use and 
diversion of materials currently sent to landfill, until we ‘waste zero’ we believe that rail haul to landfills 
built with superior environmental protections in areas that have little or no impacts on our environment is 
necessary.” 

 Lindsay Riddell covers cleantech and green for the San Francisco Business Times. 

Contact her at lriddell@bizjournals.com or (415) 2884968. 
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