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It might be garbage, but it comes with a cost — that's about to go up. 

East Palo Alto officials say they intend to increase rates for the collection of trash and recyclables, for residents 
as well as businesses. 

On July 6, the city council is slated to consider two different rate increase plans. 

Under one plan, rates would climb 18 percent for both residential and commercial rate payers, effective July 1, 
and then go up again another 20 percent on Jan. 1, 2011. 

Residents are billed based on the number and size of garbage cans they use. A standard 96-gallon bin on wheels 
now costs residents $29.08 a month to dump; that price would jump to $41.17 by the start of the year, according 
to city documents. 

City staff say the rate increase is needed because the current contract with Allied Waste/Republic Services is 
expiring and a 10-year agreement with a new company, Recology San Mateo County, comes with new costs. 
The rate increases will help settle remaining debt with the outgoing service provider as well as support state 
mandated increases in recycling efforts. 

The last rate increase occurred eight years ago, according to city staff. 

The second plan would minimize the impacts of the rate increases with a one-time city contribution of 
$200,000, which would reduce the bump this year to 3 percent and next year's bump to 19 percent. This would 
result in the same residential trash bin costing $39.81 per month —  

$1.36 per month less than the cost projected under the first alternative.  

East Palo Alto Vice Mayor Carlos Romero said he wanted to hear more details, as well as public response to the 
proposals, before making a decision, adding that the council would "like to avoid pain for our constituents." 

The city contribution would come from a special garbage service fund maintained to offset projected cost 
increases or future revenue shortfalls. The fund has $678,000. 

E-mail Bonnie Eslinger at beslinger@dailynewsgroup.com. 
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