
 

Following Recology’s $$$ to Environment Commission and DCCC 

06.18.10 - 3:02 pm Sarah Phelan 

If you've been looking for a financial connection between the city's tentative decision to award the next landfill 
disposal contract to Recology, which plans to dispose of our trash in Yuba County, then you'll be interested in 
this campaign finance item: Because records show that Recology contributed $5,000 last year to SF Forward, a 
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce political action committee, which also got Money  from Bechtel, 
Medjool, PG&E, Charles Schwab, and Shorenstein Realty. 

Recology Vice President and Group Manager John Legnitto is Chamber’s Chair Elect.  

In the last two years, the Chamber contributed $10,000 to Plan C, a political action committee that advocates for 
more condo conversions and less tenants’ rights.And Plan C gave Commission of the Environment President 
Matt Tuchow $3,300 for his failed 2010 Democratic CCC bid. 

So, while the transactions were legal, with the money laundered twice in between, these dollar connections will 
probably have folks opposed to the city's plan to dispose of its waste in Recology's landfill in Yuba County 
asking if this explains why Tuchow decided to limit public comment to only one minute when folks wanted to 
voice concerns at a March 23 hearing at the Environment Commission about an alleged lack of fairness and 
transparency in the decision to award the contract to Recology. 

Especially those folks who drove three hours from Yuba County, which is where Recology proposes to send our 
trash. And folks who helped negotiate the city's current trash disposal contract and were shocked that the city 
would set a one-minute time limit on what they claim is a $1 billion contract, once you factor in the cost of 
transportation, new trash processing facilities and an as yet unbuilt rail spur that Recology needs inYuba County 
to transfer trash from the Union Pacific line to its landfill in Wheatland, 

Tuchow, who works in the Global Compliance and Ethics Division of McKesson Corporation in San Francisco, 
had not returned calls as of blog post  time, but if and when he does, I’ll be sure to post an update here. 

Meanwhile, it doesn’t look as if Recology’s bucks and/or Mayor Gavin Newsom’s powergrabbing antics, are 
going to be able to help shoehorn Tuchow onto the DCCC, even in light of Newsom’s newly hatched plan for 
dominion for the following reasons: 

1. Results from the June 8 election show that Tuchow was fourth failed runner up in the DCCC 12th district. 
(Milton Marks, Sup. Eric Mar, Melanie Nutter, Arlo Smith, Connie O’Connor, Tom A. Hsieh, Jane Morrison, 
Mary Jung, Sandra Lee Fewer, Michael Bornstein, Sup. John Avalos and Bill Fazio were the top vote getters to 
win seats, beating out Larry Yee, Jake McGoldrick, Hene Kelly and then Tuchow, in that order.) 

2.. It’s not clear if Newsom’s plan for the DCCC is even legal. 

3. Even if Newsom’s plan survives a legal challenge, it’s not clear that the law would have the retroactive effect 
necessary to oust Mar and Avalos. 

4. And even if it did, under state law,  DCCC Chair Aaron Peskin would get to appoint folks to fill those 
vacancies,  
“This is about clean money and good government,” Newsom spokesman Tony Winnicker told reporters of 
Newsom’s DCCC plan. 

So, let’s hope the Mayor’s Office applies the same standards when it comes to opening the landfill disposal 
contract bids this summer and shining light on the money that’s influencing the city’s garbage disposal 
contract.  



Meanwhile, Peskin, who was reached by cell phone somewhere near Moab, in Utah, where he's taking his 
annual camping and hiking trip with his wife, told the Guardian that Newsom "is not thinking very far ahead" 
with his latest dominion scheme. 
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