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Renegotiating Vallejo's 30-year garbage franchise agreement seven years early may lower residents' annual 
costs that are expected to spike in coming years, city officials said.  

Vallejo City Council members will consider throwing out the existing garbage contract tonight and forging a 
new one, extending the agreement for undetermined period.  

Forging the new garbage contract early, with existing contractor Recology Vallejo (formerly Vallejo Garbage 
Services), will bypass the standard process of taking bids from all garbage service providers, Public Works 
Director Gary Leach said.  

"It would reduce rate increase proposed for this year and future years, if we are successful ... earlier than if we 
waited until 2017," Leach said Monday.  

In a letter dated May 1, Recology General Manager Ed Farewell informed the city that garbage service rates are 
set to increase by 13.08 percent in 2010-2011, to cover nearly  

$2.7 million in budgeting shortfall from last year, plus new expenses, according to the letter.  

A city staff report to the council stated that Recology informally discussed giving up last year's shortfall and 
eliminating this year's rate increase, in exchange for a new franchise agreement.  

Recology is expected to make a formal offer on a new agreement this week, according to the report.  
The council will consider only opening negotiations with Recology Vallejo tonight, with the final contract up 
for later approval, Leach said. The city manager is also proposing that the council form a subcommittee to 
oversee the contract negotiation.  

City staff members are making no recommendation on whether or not the city should enter in franchise 
negotiations, according to the staff report.  

The issue is scheduled as the second administrative item on tonight's agenda. The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 
Vallejo City Council Chambers, 555 Santa Clara St. 
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